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University Ridge Homeowners
Association Newsletter
Message from the URHOA President
Board of Directors

Dear University Ridge Residents:

President:
Żaneta Janiczak-Serafico
Treasurer:
Robert Boom
Secretary/Police Liaison:
Noel Nash English
Director At Large:
Tim Gary

Welcome to the Summer 2017 University Ridge Homeowners Association
(URHOA) Newsletter! With the northern Nevada summer well under way,
your Board of Directors has been actively engaged in attending to the needs
of our community to ensure that our association is in good standing.

Director At Large:
Constance Anderton

Architectural Review
Committee
Chairman:
Noel Nash English

Quality of Life Committee
Chairman:
Stephen Child
urhoaqualityoflife@gmail.com

Landscape Committee
Chairman:
Linda Good

Management Company
Equus Management Group
Attn: Mariah Becker
Supervising Community Manager
mariah@equusmanagement.com
www.equusmanagement.com
4888 Sparks Blvd., Ste. 102
Sparks, NV. 89436
Tel: (775) 284-2050

The past few months have been a period of transition. We have welcomed a
new community manager, Mariah Becker who brings several years of
experience and a fresh perspective to our association. We’re always happy to
have active participation from our homeowners, and a number of you have
stepped forward to serve in various capacities with the Board and
committees. We are also excited with the positive feedback received after the
launch of our new website (www.universityridgehoa.com) where you can
find a comprehensive list of all of the committees in addition to the
governing documents and other pertinent information. As we are in the peak
of fire season, safety is of paramount concern and a number of public spaces
have been cleared of weeds, overgrown trees and shrubs. We’ve also adopted
a new compliance policy and corrected the CC&Rs. To address homeowner
concerns regarding the Cottages at Comstock development, we welcomed the
project developer to our June Board Meeting to speak directly with our
residents.
In the upcoming months, we will continue to focus on maintaining and
improving the common areas. To address the homeowners’ requests for
expanded exterior paint options, we will be updating the Color Palette Book.
With a focus on preserving property values, we would like to recognize your
efforts in maintaining pristine yards and contributing to the overall aesthetics
of the neighborhood by presenting the Yard of the Month awards. This is our
way to give back to the community.
We appreciate all of your efforts in caring for your homes and lawns. We
thank you for your support. We hope to see you around the neighborhood and
at our future meetings.
Warm regards,
Żaneta Janiczak-Serafico
University Ridge HOA, President
urhoapresident@gmail.com
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Neighborhood Clean Up
With summer upon us, safety is a constant concern and certain areas in our community required immediate
attention. It has been one of our priorities to protect the properties in our neighborhood by taking preventive
measures for fire hazards and road accidents. Thanks to the collaborative efforts of the University Ridge
Homeowners Association with the City of Reno, NV Energy, and Truckee Meadows Water Authority
(TMWA), the areas seen below have been cleaned up at no charge to the association. Though not pictured, the
red curbs in front of the fire hydrants and the street lines on the pavement were repainted as well. Please see
the following before and after pictures of the areas addressed:

Cheat grass has been cleared near the TMWA water tower at the T-intersection of
Sienna Park Drive and South University Park Loop.

A fallen lamppost has been
removed after being struck by a
vehicle at Socrates Dr. and
Achilles Dr.

Areas along Socrates Dr. between Achilles Dr. and Demos Ct.
were cleared off cheat grass and overgrowth.

Large boulders located on the eyelets on the corner of Socrates Dr. and N. University Park Loop
were removed as preventative measure for road accidents.
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Neighborhood Clean Up (Continued)

The gate at the T-intersection of Socrates Dr. and Sienna Park Dr. was repainted after years of neglect.

University Ridge
Park sign was
cleaned up.

URHOA Color Palette Book
Selecting the appropriate exterior paint colors can greatly impact the property value of your home. A fresh coat of
paint is a cost-effective measure to enhance the overall appearance of your home and its future resale value. With
that mind, we are embarking on the process of revising the URHOA’s color palette book, which was last updated
in March of 2008.
Over the years, our homeowners have asked for more contemporary color options. After the initial review of the
current pre-approved colors, we learned that many of the colors have changed names and formulas to non-toxic,
environmentally friendly options while some color chips are obsolete. Thus, we are partnering with a local design
studio that will help us select the best colors for our neighborhood free of charge!
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the exterior color options in our community, please let us
know by email (mariah@equusmanagement.com) by August 31, 2017.

Real Estate Update
The latest Multiple Listing Service reports 14 homes sold in the past six months with 13
homes currently on the market. The home prices ranged from $330,000 to $575,000.
*Note: Sales by owner may not be included in this report.
(Provided by Constance Anderton)

Home Security Checks
During Vacation

Friendly Reminders
•
•

The Reno Police Department offers
courtesy vacation checks on your home.
Please contact Reno Direct at:
775-334-4636 a few days in advance
before leaving on your vacation.
This service is free of charge.

•
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Pick up your pets waste
Keep trees and shrubs trimmed to
prevent encroachment upon the
public right-of-ways (sidewalks,
streets, and alleys)
Properly store your trash
receptacles out of view
Thank you!
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Gardening Corner: Weed Watch
A properly maintained yard can enhance the curb appeal of your house and is a low-cost alternative to
costly home improvements. Maintaining a golf-course quality lawn does not need to be challenging as
long as you take the appropriate steps to fertilize it in order to grow a dense turf. Mow high not to
expose the soil and know your weeds to treat them properly.
Most of us are aware of cheat grass, which is a nuisance and a fire hazard; however, there are other
weeds that are big problems. Prickly lettuce and Siberian Elms are two that show up at University
Ridge.
Prickly lettuce is easy to pull out when small, but very hard to pull when mature and prickly. It seeds
profusely, and will even grow in cracks in the sidewalk.
Siberian Elms were introduced in the mid 1800s from Asia for windbreaks. You mostly see them in
older neighborhoods in Reno, but they are showing up more and more at University Ridge. Siberian
Elms are fast growing trees that grow to 50 - 70 feet with brittle wood that is susceptible to storm
damage. They also seed profusely. They are easy to pull when small. These are not trees that you can
purchase in nurseries in Reno, and are considered an invasive species in 25 states.

Small Prickly Lettuce
Large Prickly Lettuce

Young Elm

Mature Elm

If you would like to learn more about the right plants for your yard, please refer to “Choosing the Right
Plants for Northern Nevada’s High Fire Hazard Areas” on our website at www.universityridgehoa.com
under the Landscape Committee tab.
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University Ridge Homeowners Association Financials
Posted 6/1/2017 To 6/30/2017
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CURRENT EVENTS:
Yard of the Month Award Series
With a focus on preserving property values at University Ridge, the Quality of Life Committee (QLC) would like
to recognize homeowners at the University Ridge Homeowners Association (URHOA) who maintain pristine
yards and contribute to the overall aesthetics of the neighborhood. We are proud to announce the launch of the
Yard of the Month Series to show our appreciation to the homeowners who put effort in maintaining nicely
manicured lawns and the curb appeal of their homes.
The Yard of the Month Series will run in two segments:
Regular Yard of the Month to recognize landscaping from July to September
Holiday Yard of the Month for Halloween decorations in October and Christmas decorations in December
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR NOMINATIONS TO urhoaqualityoflife@gmail.com.
AUGUST NOMINATIONS DUE BY: AUGUST 9
SEPTEMBER NOMINATIONS DUE BY: SEPTEMBER 6
The QLC will recognize the respective winners with $50 gift cards from Home Depot, pictures of their front yards
and holiday decorations posted on our newly revamped website, and a “Yard of the Month” lawn sign to
acknowledge the winners.
Competition guidelines and judging standards:
Ø

Regular Yard of the Month from July to September will be evaluated based on the overall exterior aesthetics of the
property including neatness of the home and landscaping (e.g. trimmed shrubs and trees; mowed, weed-free, and
healthy lawns; weed-free flower beds; clean driveways and walkways; creativity in designing a welcoming curb
appeal of the house). Winners will be announced during the third week of the respective month.

Ø

Holiday Yard of the Month decorations in October (e.g. ghosts, cobwebs, and creepy wall hangings are welcome)
and December (e.g. day and night ornaments, garlands, and lighting) will be evaluated based on the overall exterior
aesthetics and neatness of the property, as well as creativity and sophistication of the decorations. Winners will be
announced during the third week of the respective month.

Disclaimer: URHOA Board and committee members along with their families are not eligible to participate; owner-occupied and rental
properties in good standing are eligible. The same property cannot receive more than one award in one calendar year. Properties maintained by
residents and professional landscapers will be considered.

EVENT RECAP:
Cottages at Comstock
Rob Fitzgerald, the developer of the Cottages at
Comstock spoke to the homeowners at the Board
of Directors meeting to address the plans for his
development. The construction will begin within
the next year and a half, pending City approval.
Homeowners in attendance were given an
opportunity to ask questions related to this
development and its impact on the community at
large, to include the University Ridge Association.

Meeting with Ward 4 Councilmember
Paul McKenzie
City of Reno Councilmember Paul McKenzie spoke
to homeowners about the latest events in our ward
and neighborhood. Some of the issues discussed
included an update on the C4 Equity development
project adjacent to our neighborhood and Cottages at
Comstock development progress. Councilmember
McKenzie also encouraged the homeowners to get
involved in the Ward 4 Neighborhood Advisory
Board to keep abreast on the issues affecting their
neighborhood.

Good Neighbor Award – Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary Things
Our neighborhood consists of many good neighbors who make our community a wonderful place to live. Whether they
shovel a neighbor’s driveway, help with yard work, or keep an eye on our home when we are out of town, our residents
lend a helping hand in times of need. The Quality of Life Committee (QLC) sponsored our first ever Good Neighbor Award
at the University Ridge Homeowners’ Association (URHOA) to show appreciation for that one special neighbor. While we
received a number of nominations, Bill Long was the winner of the 2017 Good Neighbor Award. To learn more about our
good neighbor Bill, please refer to our Events page at: https://universityridgehoa.com/events/. There were many touching
stories but his nomination was exceptional. He is a well-deserving neighbor who goes above and beyond to help others.
As a token of appreciation, Mr. Long received a $20 gift card to Home Depot.

